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| An Epiſtle 
To the 


READER 


Sake: 
| TOnlider , there 


are many wayes 
| to Damnation, 
'jand but one: way to| 
Salvation ; and that 15s 
_ |ſtrait,and the gate nar- 
row 3 ſo that although 
| the runners are many, 

the obtainers are tew :| 
|Now'that: we may ſo} 


A 2 run 
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|run that we may ob- 


7: An Epiſtle | ; 


tain , 15 my deſire and 
endeavour” in this lit- 
tle Piece ; for there 15 
a way, if we could 
Iight on it, whichT] 
have pointed at ,) how, 
to polleſſe what we| 
want,how to live long 
in a little time, and to 
have one Foot as tt 
werein Heaven, whilſt 
the other 1s upon the 
Farth. This ſmall; 
piece 1s the Birth of} 
many Prayers, and the 
ſum and ſubſtance of 
many {weet Conver-| 
les, and Meditations, 


and 


— 


OO — 


|miſ-{pent words chat I] 


| have conſulted withal 
| 1n compiling the enſt- 


| Prophets andApoltles, | 
{mentioned mm the Holy 
[Scriptures of the Old 


ct. rr rr rr —— ————— —— — 


—_— 


to to the Reader. 


and the Judgement of. 
moſt precious Chriſti- 
ans ; {o-that this Book | 
is of great. Worth, 
though but of -{mal] 
Price. The beſt and. 
chiefeſt Authors that 1 


ing. Treatiſe, are the 


and New Teltament ; 
{o that here 1s no looſe 
corns to blow off, nor, 


know of.. I did lately 
meet witha ſmall piece 
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about this bigneſs, ha- 
.ving the ſame Title 
Page (upon the mat- 
| cer) with-this, written 
by one Mr. Thomas 
Wadſworth , {ſome- 
times Preacher atNew- 
ington, near London; 1n 
which. Piece there are 
many. choice things, 
but finding it Iame, 
or ſhort, as to the be- 
g1NnINg , Carrying on, 
and fin!ſhing the work 
of a Holy Converſation; 
and finding the nece(- 
ſity.of ſuch a Piece m 
theſe looſe Fimes,} 
wherein the Lords Day 

__ # 
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tothe Reader. 


'nances ſlighted- or. a- 
dulterated, his People 


made boldto-put Pen 
to Paper, and ſo to 
compole the enſuimg 
Work, whichis neither 
deficient in neceſlaries, 
nor abundant in {uper- 
fluties. Thou ſhalt 
tinde it for Order, Me- 
thodical ; for Matter, 


Compendious ; for 
- [Uſe, Precious ; &&c. 
Conſider, the Truth, 
15 the ſame in all Ages, 
[only it ſhines moxe and; 


is profan'd, his Ordi- |. 


{deſpiled, g&xc. I have| 


Spiritual ; for Brevity,| 


more{ Y 
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|more clear from Age 
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7s perfect is come : the 


[Truth held forth is 
the ſame, though with 


more of God and leſs 
of Man, ſuch addition 
15 no innovation , but 
illuſtration; not a new 


Hhght,but new ſight. A 


'man may not be ſaid 


tomake anew World, 
when he makes a new 


diſcovery of the old. 


My Friends, labour ro 
keep cloſe to God in 
this loole Age, ſpend 
not your precious time 
in complaining on 0- 
thers, 


| 


[to Age,antil that which 


| 
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to the Reader. 


thers, as moſt do, but 
rather endeavour in 
the ule of all means to 
reform your ſelves;lay | - 
the Foundation of 
Mortiticatton deep,re- 
ſerveno Juſt from the 
ſtroak of Jeſus Chriſt, 
let your Speech be {ea- 
' [[oned with Grace, take 
heed of neglecting or 
(lighting any of the 
Ordinances ef God ;|' 
in order hereunto,read 
[feriouſly this ſmall 
Piece, being a ſerious | 
Exhortation to an Holy 
Life and Conwerſation; 

and if thou wilt read 
2M {o 


_ An Epiſtle 


|ſoas to profit much by | 
it, conſider & obſerve| 
theſe three things. 
r. Conſider that| 
Sancification,or an ho- 
ly Lite,is the Eccho of| 
|Elecion; and Holineſs 
the Bloſſom of Happi- 
nels; and Piety the 10-! 
let of Felicity;whereas 
an unholy Life brings 
external, internal, and 
eternal miſery upon | 
Perſons and Nations. 
2, Haveno hand in 
{any Plot , but againſt | 
Hells Policy, have no| 
deſign but againſt Sin; 
learn how to act to thy 
God 
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greateſt Storms and 


to the Reader. 


God Fidelity, to thy 
Prince Loyalty, to thy 
ſelf Humility ; fo ſhalt 
thou be kept from fu- 
ture Falls, and guard- 
ed from preſent Fears; 
for God hath either 

the Caſtle of a Provi-| | 
dence, or the Ark of a 
Promiſe , or the All- 
ſufficiency of his own 
Grace fora retirement 


of . his People in the 


3 


Tempelts. 

3- Make' a moſt 
ſtrong Determination 
from the bottom of | 
thy heart to embrace 
and 


o 
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and obſerve whatſo- 
ever. thou ſhalt finde 
to be the will of God, 
though all the world| 
ſhould be againſt thee 
forit; ſo ſhall all thy 
Duties -and Services 
be regulated by Pre-| 
cept ,. and winged by 

Promiſes. | | 


a : | ; 
Farewell. 


encrientss; 
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| An Holy Life 


And 


CONVERSATION. 
He Lord of Glory, 
who is the great 


, TI Maſter-piece of 

' 1 JSpecch , when he ſpeaks 

| | oo Heaven, he makes uſe 

|] of three ſeveral Texts of 
4scriprure in one breath, 
fg 14t. 17. 5. Thus is my belo- 

veqa'$0n, in whom 1 am well 
| plesfed,, hear him, . Fiſt, 


[This is my beloved Son, that 
ne :you have. in 
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A ſerious Exhortation 


pleaſed, this we have in 1ſa 
42. I. Hear-hjm, this we 


high and mighty one hatt 
gather'd up all praQicall 
Divinity intoten Precepts, 
Exod, 20, and Meſes redu- 
ceth them to four Heads. 
Deut, 10. 12. And the Pro- 
r pher 1icah to three, Micah 
6. 8. and our Saviour 
Chriſt rorwo, Mark 12.29, 
31.and all that we can pray 
tor, or againſt, -into fix 
| heads or petitions, atth, 
6.9. tothe 14. verſe. And 
the Apoſtle Paul reducerh 
all into one, Kom. 13. 9. He 


22 that leveth another hath ſul- 


filled the Law, if there be 
any other Commandment, it 
is briefly comprehended in 


thts ſaying , Thou ſhalt love 


| thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 


__ 


Now 
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Pſal.2. 7.18 whom I am wel 


nave in Dent, 18.15. Thy 


| we cannot fall from Grace, 
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Now that I may manifeſt 
my love to my neighbour, 
I do here preſent him with 
this little piece , which 1 
have for my own and his 
ſake taken great care and 
pains in. I ſhall reduce the 


two great Doctrines of 
Grace and Works, and ſo 
ſhall begin, 

With che great Doctrine 
of Gods free Grace, and 

End with the Dodtrine 
lof Works, which is the 
ready way to get the appre- 


| 


body of this Book to theſe 


'henfion and application of 
mercy to our ſelves. 


The Papiſts ſay if we 


are freely juſtified by 


any good works; and if 


Grace, we need not to do]. 


we need not feir to com- 


mir 1 in ; bur every cruec 
B2 
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| Chriſtian will ſay that 
Faith and Works muſt go 
rogether in our converſati- 
ON. 7 
Firſt, To Begin with the 
Doctrine of Grace, if we 
minde and underſtand the 
Covenant of Grace, juſti- 
fication by Grace, the Do- 
ctrine of Grace, we ſhall 
ftinde that the Apoſtles all| 
along were very careful to 
keep this Covenant and 
Doctrine of Grace diſtin| 
'from all other things : they | 
\all-along do oppoſe the 
Law and Grace, Works 
and Faith , our Righteoul- 
'neſs and Chriſts Righte- 
ouſneſs, reaching us there- 
by how needful ir is that 
they be kept each in his 
place aſunder, and that we, 
|do not as moſt do, jumble! 
them both rogether. mw 
—— LY 
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 10an holy Converſation, 
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Dodrine of Grace hath 


been and ſtill is a bone of | 


contention : Why ſo 2 be- 
cauſe learning cannot reach 
ir, natural wiſdom is con- 
founded at it, evil Angels 
do not know it,, moſt men 
do turntheir backs upon ir, 
being bereaved of the 
knowledge of it , or elle 
corrupred from the f{impli- 
city of it, Let the Reader 
conſider theſe Scriptures, 
all ſpeaking to the ſame 
ching, Rem. 4.5. But to 
him that worketh not, but Le- 
lieveth on him that juſtifieth 
the ungodly , his faith is 
counted for righteouſneſs, 
Titus 3. 5. Not by works of 
righteouſneſs which we have 
done , but according to his 


mercy he ſaved us, Rom. 
I1.6. And if it be by grace, 
then it is no more of works, 
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| erberwiſe grace is no more 
grace; fo that rhe righte-/ 
 ouſneſs whereby we are ju- 
ſtified before God is a per- 
fect righteouſneſs , which, 
is the righteouſneſſe of 
Chriſt alone, Heb, 1, 8. 
Mat. 6.33. Rom. 4.6. SO 
again, Pſal, 71. 15, 16, 19, 
24. and 1ſa. 45. 24. Surely 
ſhall one ſay, inthe Lord have 
Irighteouſneſs and ſtrength. 
' [will , faith David, make 
reention of thy righteouſueſs, 
' even of thine onely, So that: 
in this, Juſtice and Mercy, | 
as Pſai, $5, 10. both meet. 
together. Juſtice in that 
God will not juſtifie a fn-! 
ner withour a perfect righ- | 
ceouſneſs;and yer Mercy in, 
that he will accept ſuch a, 
righteouſneſs that 1s nei. 
{Cherin him, nor done by 
him , but by his ſurecy for 


— - hm Sea 


| him. There | 


= \ 
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There are theſe eight 
points or heads in this Do- 
Carine of Free Grace. * 

This Doctrine is the 
Foundation and Baſis of 
all Chriſtian Religion, 

This Do&tine is thMtn- 
let of all Divine peace and 
conſolation. ; 

This is the root and 
ſpring of all Goſpel obe- 
dience, 

This is the great ſtop and 
bar to keep out all floods 
of error. 

This Doctrine is the 
main ſupport of the Sou! 
under all trials, 

This is the great Do- 
arine by which Arminia- 


niſme and Popery is over- | 
thrown. 


This is the Dodarine a- 


gainſt which Satan doth! 
moſt War,. endeavouring 
Hs 


I. 


2o 


either. 
am eee EE Tree 
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. A ſerlous Exhirtation * 


So 


Ic 


| [eicher tO pervert, Or tO cor- 


rupr It. 


the hatdeſt ro be learned, it 
being 'above the reach of 
nature. 

Jo begin with the firſt 
of theſe, This Doctrine is 
the foundation and baſis of 
the true Chriſtian Religi- 
on, as doth appear by _ 
few inſtances. 

Our Ele&ion is the _ 


Rion'of Graceand accord-! 
ing to the good pleaſure of 


his will, Zphef, 1. 4, 5+ 


£ 


This Doctrine is one of | 


| 


—— —_—— 


Our Vocatioh i is accord- 


| ; Regeneration i is of Gods 
| own will, Jam. I. 18+ Of. 


ing to his Grace, 2 77m. I. 
9. Who hath ſaved us and, 
called us with an holy cal- 

ling , not according 10 our. 
works , but according to his. 
own purpoſe and grace, &C. 
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of God, 
Epheſ. 2. 8. 


ly by his Grace , Rom. 3. 
24. and afree gift , Romans 


J- To 


finnes 1s according: to the 
riches of his Grace, Epheſ, 
I. 7. ln whom we have re- 
demption through his Blood, 
even the forgiveneſs of (ins, 
according tothe riches of h; s 


Philip. 1. 29 | 


Forgiveneſs of all our| 


grace. 
Eternal life is the gift of 


God, Rom. 6. 23. 1he gift 
of God is eternal life, throne 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord , (ee 


FEISTY 


why God ſhould diſcover 
his great myſtery which 


Now if any ſhall ask 


to an holy Converſation, 9 
his own will begat he us by 
the word of truth, 

' Faith ir ſelf is the gift| 4, 


Our juſtification is free- I , 


v4 


B 5. Was} 
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Pom Do 
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2. 
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| 
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| world beganrto us, who are 


was kept ſecret fince the 


finners of the Gentiles, 
who in time paſt ſerved 
dumb idols', or why God 
ſhould be found of them 
chat ſought him not , or 
made manifeſt ro them thar 
asked not after him, I can 
giveno other gn{wer then 
that, 1 Cor. 1,29; That no 
fleſh ſhould glory in bis pre- 
ſence; or that, M4ai,11. 25, 
26. Even ſo Father, becauſe 
u ſeemed gooa in thy fight, 
As this Doctrine is the: 
foundation and baſis of the 
crue Religion, fo inthe ſe- 
cond place it is the root! 
nd ſpring of all Divine 


4 


mug 
peace and conſolation : 


[into the ſoul by theſc: 


Now peace and joy comes | 


VEINS. 
By the vein of our ac-- 


quaint- 
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| [and converſation, if they 
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| Toan Holy Converſation,” 


quainting our ſelves with 
bim, Foo 22, 21. 

By the vein of believing 
in him, Komans 5. 1. Rom. 
15.13, 

By the vein of ſtaying 


26, 3. And ſo much for the 
ſecond head. 


root and ſpring of all Gof- 
pel obedience 5 how do: 
men write of a ſerious EX= 
hortation to an holy life 


diſcover not the way to it © 


our ſelyes upon him, 1ſaiah | 


This Doctrine is the 


| 


Our Saviour ſaith, the rree 
muſt be made good before 
the fruit can be good : The 
Branch cannot beax fruit ex- 
cept it abide inthe vine, Fob, 


[15+ 4+ſothar this Dodrine | 


is the root and fprirg of 


all erue obedience, for this-| 


Doctcine. being "received | 


and | 


20 


hee enact 


< 
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. -Aſerions'Exhortation | 


To. 


|fivethings in the heart and|. 
ſoul, viz. Faith, Lowe, Fear, 


» ſpring from-an holy fear, 


andrecained * works. theſe 
Willingneſs , and Chearful- 
neſs,and from theſe as from 
obedience flow, 

flow from faith, whence ir 


faith, Rom. 16.26. | 
..-.So alſo love conſtrains: 


holily,"7ohn 14. 23. If 4 
man love me he will keep wy: 


thy loving kindneſs is before 


inthy trath, 
True obedience doth! 


Pſal.119;161: My heart doth; 


is called the obedience of 


words, Pſalm 26.3, 4. Fori 


4 


five ſprings doth Goſpel-|- 


True obedience- - doth! 


them in whom it-is,to walk| 


mine eyes, and Thavewalked, 


Noah, being. warned of.God,) 
mas moved. with fear ,. and 


_ CT THI et. A. 
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ſtand in awe.of thy words : (o| 


+4 
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| eſt, ſeek ye my face , my heart 
lanſwered, Lord, thy face will 


|book, I delight rodothy will © 


| 


any rerptation,to bearany - 
$5 -7-F1 Fc &E Ras, af- 


© mind | Pe xAOges 75 4 
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prepared an Ark, Heb. 11.7. ! 
_. As4t ſprings-from Faith, 
Love, and Fear, fo it ari- 
ſeth from a willing minde, 
Pal. 27. 8. When thou ſaia- 


's ne | | 
; Goſpel-obedience is, or 
ought. co be, . performed 
chearfully or delightfully, 
P/alm 40. 8. Thy Lawisin 
my heart as well as in thy 


5 


God, By all which ir'doth 
appear , that this-Do@rine 
of Grace is the root and 
ſpring of: ar holy Conver- 
ſation, ſeeing in God are 
all our ſprings , and from 
himareall our ſupplics-ro} 
enable us to perform any 


duty; to exetciſcany-grace; | 


co ſubdue any luſt, ro refaſt 
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A ſerious Exhortation 
affliction. Ina word, the 
Lord eells us, without him 
we can do nothing. 

This Doctrine of Free 
Grace is the great ſtop and 
barre to keepour all falſe 
Dodtrines and floods of 
Errors. The floods of all 
Error flow in at the door of 
ignorance , and ſpecially 
ignorance of this very 
thing, viz. the Error of 
the Papiſt, the Quaker, the 
 Arminian, togecher with 
all che inſtabilicy, formali- 
| ry, legallity, chat more or 
| leſs is found amongſt peo- 
ple of all perſwaſions , or 
at leaſt moſt of them} 
ſprings into them at the 
door of the ignorance of 
[chis precious. DoArine of. 
Free Grace, Now for a 
remedy: herein, let every 
Chriſtian ſtudy, pray, en- 
= *"quire 
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| ToanH ly Converſation, ww} 


oo grace did fence them 


inorant of this Doctrine, 


{rion, partly by Grace, and; 


Go the ſtumbling-ſione, &C. 


— — — 


quire for, and ſtand faſt in | 
the Free Grace of Gntd: 

ſee that bleſled place, x Per. 
5. 13. Exhorting and teſti- 
fying that this is the true 
grace of God wherein you| 
ſtand, Rom. 5. 2. By whom 
we have acceſs by faith into 
this grace wherein we ſland, 
{o thar it is moſt clear and 

plain that their ſtanding in 


from all falſe Doctrines 
and erroneous Opinions, 
whilſt others thar were ig- 


remain ſecking their falvs- 


paitly by Works, as Rom. 
9. 32, Wherefore ? becauſe 
they ſought it not by fatth, 
\bat as it were, bythe works of | 
ihe Law , for they ſtumbled 


This Doctrine is a main 
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| 


( 
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' {ſtands not this Doctrine, 


|ver fail nor forſake us, Foſh, 


ſupport of a ſoul under all 
erials ; when all things do 
fail, free Grace and love 
doth never fail, Heb. 13.5. 
compared with Foſhua 1.5. 
our neareſt and deareſt 
friends may fail, our eyes |- 
may fail, our. tongues may 
fail, our ſtrength may fail, 
our fleſh and our hearts: 
may fail, our ſpirits may 
fail but the Lord hath 
promiſed', that he will ne- 


21.45. and 1 Kings $. 56. 
what ſhall 1 ſay more 2: the 
pure, glorious, matchleſs, 
and ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs 
of Jeſus Chriſt is a ſouls; 
righreouſneſs and reſting 
place: Bur he that under- 


his Iife: muſt needs be a 
burthen co him , he is apr 


. [co ſpend his dayes: in ſor- 


TOW 


—_—_— 


h_— 
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row and mourning, fighing 
and complaining,in doubtr- 
ing and queſtioning; ſome- 
times ſaying within him- 
ſelf, my confidence is bur 
(preſumption, and my en- 
joyments are but deluſfi- 
[ons : Whereas on the con- 
trary, he that underſtands, 


receives, and abides in the 
Doctrine of Grace, doth 
reſt ſatisfied in God alone 
in this reſt there is tranqui- 
[lity,in tranquility content-| 
ment, in contentment joy, 
in joy variety, in variety ſc- 
[curity,in ſecurity an aſſured 
hope of eternity, 

This Dotine is that by 


— — 


overthrown, and'his king- 
dom turned up-fide down : 


our firſt Parents to eat the 
{forbidden Fruit, it was Sa- 


which Satan is, or ſhall be| 


'1t Was Satan that tempted q 


pe CITIES 


_ ran |- 


OY 
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| 


ran that put Cai upon mur- 
dering Abel, it was Satan 
that provoked David to 
number the people, it was 
Satan that pur Peter upon 
perſ{wading of Chriſt not 


pur creaſon into the heart 
of ?udas, it was Satan that 
put Anarnias upon lying : 
Now there are no weapons 
but ſpiritual weapons that 
will ſtead the ſoul in com- 
bating with the Devil, and 


the Lord put into our 
hands than this free love of 
Chriſt ro us, Epheſ. 6.13. 
tothe 16, 


{ N- 


that Satan doth moſt war 


This 1s the Doctrine 


againſt, either to pervert or 
corrupt,as thoſe who know 
his wiles may eaſily per- 


ceive, Oh ! bow hath Sa- 


T | 


co ſuffer , it was Satan that 


what greater weapon hath || 


—_ — 


V—  ©—— | 


ran! 
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{ruprt this Doctrine? The 


1would be endleſs to reckon 
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ran cauſed the Church of 
| Rome to pervert and cor- 


| Papiſt ſaith, if we are free- 
ly juſtified by Grace, we 
need- not do any good 
works and if we cannot 
fall from Grace, we need 
\not fear to commit ſinne, 
| How hath he corrupted 
and perverted this - Do- 
Qrine in the Quaker , Ar- 
minian, and Formaliſt 2 it 


up his wiles herein. 

This Dodtine is one of} 
the hardeſt points in Reli- 
2i0n to be Jearned,it being 
above the reach of nature, 
and all natural parts, &c.} 
Todo well and have well, 
is natural , bur to believe 
and live well, is ſupernatu- 
[ral z to be righteous by an- 


others righteouſneſs , and | 


cO 


URS 7. 


— 
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| 
| 


? 


ro be ſaved by anothers| 


ries and paradoxes, -which| 
no natural man perceiverth, 


know them , becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerw'd : ſothat! 
as in 1 Cor, 1. 21. The world 
by wiſdom knew not God, but 
remains ignorant of the 
Righteouſneſs of God,and 
ſo go about to eſtabliſh 
their own Righteouſneſs, 
and ſeek ſalvation as ir were 
by che works of the Law, 
Rom.9. 32. not conſidering 
thar it is impoſſible to ob- 
eain ſalvation hereafter, or 
any firm ſettled peace here, 
if our confidence towards | 


own beſt and choiceſt per- 
formances z ſeeing there is 
ſomething polluted-, and 


4 
ſuffering ; theſe are myſte-! 


1 Cor. 2. 14. Neither can be, 


God be grounded upon our | 


ſomething defective ; for 


—S 


all] 


—_— 
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all our duties are. tainted | 


land blots , ſo thar it is in 


W j0 more to the works of our 


with diſproportion to rule, 
and beleapor'd with ſpors 


vain to expeR a bed of reſt | 
in the barren wilderneſs of 
our own performances : 
for that bed is ſhorter then 
that a man can'ſtretech. him- 
ſelf on it, and the covering 
1s £00 narrow for one to 
wrap himſelf init. O the 
ſpots, the blots, the blemi- 
ſhes that are co be ſeen up- 
on the face of our. faireſt 
duties; ſo that the beſt of 
us may ſay with the Pro- 
phet, ſa. 64. 6. All our 
righteouſneſſes are as filthy 
rags : therefore let us ſay 


own hands, Te are our gods : 
for in-the true God the Fa- 
therleſs finde mercy , Hoſea 


I4. 3. Therefore in vain 


— —— 


18... 
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ro be ſaved by anothers; 
ſuffering ; theſe are myſte- 
ries and paradoxes, .which| 
no natural man perceiverth, 
1 Cor. 2. 14. Neither can he. 
know them , becauſe they oy 
ſpiritually diſcers'd : ſo that! 
as in 1 Cor,1. 21. The world. 
by wiſdom knew not God, but | 
remains ignorant of the 
Righteouſneſs of God,and 
ſo go about to eſtabliſh 
their own Righteouſneſs, 
and ſeek falvationas it were 
by the works of the Law, 
Rom.9. 32. not conſidering 
thar it is impoſſible to ob- 
tain ſalvation hereafter, or 
any firm ſettled peace here, 
if our confidence towards | 
God be grounded upon our | 

own beſt and choiceſt per- | | 
formances z ſeeing there is 
ſomething polluted, and 
ſomething defective ; > 

| al 


—c 
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all our duties are. tainted | ol 
-/ {| with diſproportion to rule, b 
h | Eland beleapor'd with ſpots | - 
,| [land blots , ſo char it is in 
c| || [vain to expe a bed of reſt 
e| in the barren wilderneſs of 
tour own performances : 
4 Þ| |for that bed is ſhorter then 
t| | [that a man can'ſtreech.him- 
e| I (ſelf on it, and the covering 
df] [is roo narrow for one to 
); | [wrap himſelf in ir. O the 
» | | (ſpots, the blots, che blemi- 
e | | [ſhes that are ro be ſeen up- 
||| [on the face of our. faireſt 
7 | | [duties s ſo that the beſt of 
r 


us may ſay with rhe Pro- | 
phet, ſa. 64. 6. All d 
| | |righteonſneſſes are as filthy 
$i [ra2s + therefore let ws ſay 
r| | [720 ore to the works of | our 
own hands, Ye are our gods : 
for in-the true God the Fa- 
therleſs finde mercy , Hoſea 
I4. 3- Therefore in vain 

is 


LS ou 


_— 
= 


- —<— 
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| world that is proportion- 
'ablerotheevil of fin, bur 


2, 


therefore Jer us not be like 
the Spider, ſpinning our a 
Web of his own, and ſo 
'think to climb up to Hea- 
ven by a thred ſpun out of 
our own bowels; no, no, 
that will not do, the Law 
| that we have broken muſt 


have a perfet , perſonall, | 


univerfall , and perpecuall 
obedience , ot cle we re- 
main under the curſe, from 
which there is nothing that 
/can reheve us, but. thar 
{which is an{werable to the 
evil of fin. *Now there is 
no righteouſneſſe in- the 


the righteouſneſs of Chriſt | 
onely, For, | 
Our own righteouſneſs 


is ſalvation hoped for from 
the Hills, or from:che mul- 
tirudes of Mountains :| 


_ 
——— __—— ———————_— 
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is too ſhort, and is called a| 
menſtruous rap, and ſo can- 
|. not cover us; and menſtry- 
| ous , fo that if ir ſhould 
| cover us, it were but to co- 
) 


| 


ver filth with filth. 
Neither is the righteouſ- | 2, 
| neſs of the Law large e- 
nough if a man could keep 
| Wir, becauſe ir will not ac- 
quit us for former diſobe- 
dience : ſee Gal. 3. 21. com- 
| I pared with Rom. 8. 3,4. 
| Neither can the righte- ; 
| Fouſneſs of all the Angels| ”' 
| Fidoir, becauſe this alſo is a 
| created righteouſneſs, a fi- 
nite righteouſneſs, and no 
way proportionable to the 
evil of finne. 
* It we ſhould weep as| ,, 
many tears as the Sea 
holds drops, and humble | 
our ſouls as many dayes as 
the world hath ſtood mi- 
nutes, 


- — 


——— 
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| Free Grace. 


oY 


nutes , all this were roo 
ſhort ro purchaſe the par- || 
don of one fin: if the ſtung 
| Iſraclites had made a medi- 
'Cine of all the beſt: Herbs 


in the Wilderneſs, and a 


| 


, 
vl 
! 
) 


plaiſter of all the ſovereign 
ingredients in the whole 
world, and applyecd it with 
; Mountains of Prayers, and 
Seas of tears, this would 
_ -have helped them, if 
withall they did not look 
upon the Brazen Serpent, 
the free grace of God in| 
(Jefus Chriſt. In a word, 
(God will have all bleſſings 
[and happineſs to flow from 


Thar the worſt of fin- 
ners might _ have - ſtrong 
ground for hope and com- 
fort. BEGS SED 7 4 
For the praiſe of his own 

and exaltation of 


Az Tx 


_ his; 
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his own Grace. 


boaſt. 
That our mercies and 


|bleſſings might be ſurero 


US. 

Yet forall this ,*let men 
have a care that in crying 
down the righteouſneſs oi 
works, they do not cry 
down the works of righte- 
ouſneſs. 

Objed, If there be are- 
ward hereafter for our 
'Works, how can it be of 
Grace ? 


that the Lord doth pur it 
incoour hearts to minde it. 

Ir is of Grace thar the 
Lord doth enable us to do 
its 
Ir is of Grace that 
Works ſhall be rewarded. 


(eeing they are but our du- 


ee 


DH ty. 


—— 


That vain man may not 


Anſw. Ir is of Grace 


| 


Is 
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ry. And ſo much for the 
DoGatrine of Grace: now 
we come tothe Doarine 
of Works. | 
oObjef?, If our EleRion, 

Vacation, Regeneration, 
Juſtification, SanGificati-i 
on, Accepration, and Sal- 
[vation be of Grace, and 
onely of Grace , what 
need 1s there of ſo much 
crying up , and prefling of 
| Works, or an Holy Life 
jand Converſation 2 

| Anſw. There are many 
mens prevailing Argu- 
| 


ments to engage us and all 

'people to an Holy Life, 
{notwithſtanding all is of 
Graces take theſe few for 
che whole. 

Although good Works 
and an holy Life be not the 
cauſe of our Salvation, yet 
they are the way to the 

| Kinz- i 


| ——_—_—— : : 
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cauſe of reigning. 
from the debt of fin to de- 


ſervice; but he did the one 
freely , that we might do 
the other chearfully. 

We muſt be found inthe 
way of Holineſs in point 
of Conyerſgion ; other- 
wiſe we ſhond walk un- 
worthy of God, unwor- 


\thy of the Goſpel, and un. 


E432 


worthy of our Vocation. 

We ſhall never enjoy 
what is promiſed, unlefs we 
endeavour to do what is 
commanded ; for withour 
Faith in Chtiſt, and obe- 
dienceto Chriſt, there is 
no promiſe of Life and Sal- 
vation by Chriſt, 

An holy Converſation 
muſt be praQ-ſed by us, be- 


Kingdom; though nor the 
Chriſt did not free us 


liver us from the debt. of 


| 


cauſe 


2. 
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I: 


| cauſe it hath the promiſe of 


chis life, and of that which 
is tO COME, I 7777, 4» 8. 


is of neceſſity, as a diſtin- 
guiſhing Character of the 
people of God from others 
thar pretend to it , but are 
not 10, --! 
All opinions amongſt all 
Profeſlours , ever dif- 
fering in othEFthings, yet 
in the neceſſity of an Holy 
Life they agree; all Print- 


| 


ing, Preaching , and con- 
tending for Sanctification, 
good Works, or an Holy 
Life. 

Then of the firſt , al- 
though good Works be 
not the Cauſe of our reign- 
ing, yet they are the way 
tothe Kingdom, ordained 
by the Lord that we ſhould 
walk in them,and ſo go out 


An holy Converſation] 


ed | by 


1 £2 fa. dl TC 
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by the foor-ſteps of the 
:Saints, and foro walk, as 
we' have Chriſt and his 
{people;- for . an «example, 
1 ?ohn 2.6. compared with 
Phil.: 3.17. This is the 
ſtrait gate, and the narrow 
way to the Kingdom, to 
the which that way leads | 
not,which ſers us not upon 
the new and. living way, 
che true and onely way,the 
{afe and ſtraight way: 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
did nor free us from the 
debr of fin to free us from 
the debt of ſervice, but he 
did freely do the one, that 
' |we might chearfully return 
the other ; therefore obe- 
cence, oran holy Life, is 
broughr in as the very end 
of our Eleion, Redemprti- 
on, Vocation, and new l;z 
Creation , as abundantly | 


— a EINEM C 3 — 


—_ 
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I. 


2. 


| hortation to an Holy Life and 
| Converſation, 


our Profeſſion , we walk 


appears by . theſe dcri- 
pturess Eppeſ. 1. 4. 22:C0r. 
$. 15. I'Peh. I. » Epheſ. 
2.20. The Blond of Chriſt 
doth both ſanRific and ſa- 


[tisfie > both in reſpe&t of 


Sanctification. and Juſtifi- 
cation ; ſo that we have 
ſtill need of « ſerions Ex- 


Becauſe if our Conyer- 
cation be nor an{werable ro 


= 


unworthy of God, unwor- 
thy of the G Goſpel, and un- 


| worthy of our Vocation, 


Unworthy of God.,thar 


you have Coloſ. 1, _ 
4 Thef, 2. I2, 


pel, that ws have , ; Phillip 
PLANS 1 27, 
Unworthy of ont 'Vo- 


feans! 


E———eo—_—__—_————L em mn 


| 


cation, that we have Epbe- | 


agy—_— 


| weſſel in ſanitification and 


: | obedience to him, there is 


to an holy Converſation. 
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(i415 4.1. Wenread 1 Theſ. 
'4+3.4. The # the will of God, 
even our ſandtification , that 
we abſtain from fornica- 
tion that every one of us 


ſhould know how to poſſeſs his 


honour : ſce 1 Theſ, 4.7. 
We ſhall never enjoy 
what is promiſed , unlefle 
we at leaſt endeayour to do 
what is commanded ; for 
without faith in Chriſt and 


no premiſe of life and ſal- 
vation by him, vi3. Now 
he hath commanded us to 
endeavour to know him, 
believe iryhim, love him, 
and repent of all our miſ- 


carriages againſt him, ec. 
To which he hach made 
many promiſes ; but as be- 
fore we ſhall not receive; 


and enjoy what is promi- 


1 ww 


Cqg fed, 


| 
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fed , unleſfſe we perform 
what is commanded , as 
' | dothar large appear, v2, 

Not knowing of God, 
he will not have mercy up- 
on Us, Iſa. 27. 11. 

Not repenting, we ſnall 
aſfuredly periſh, Luke 13.5. 

Not being zealous for 


his mouth, Rev, 3. 16. 
. Nat being meek,. we are 
an abomination to him, 
Pr0V., Je 32s | 
| Not being merciful, we| 
' ſhall have judgement wich- | 
| oat mercy, fam. 2.13. 

Not believing in him, 
we ſhall all periſh, 7o4r 
2,78. | 

Not loving him, weate; 
and ſhall be accurſed, x Cor.,, 
I6.22. Nee 


Not eating the Flcſh, 


| 


— 


MM 
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him, he will ſpew us out "” 


| anddrinking the Blood of| | 
| __tehe| 


—_— 
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or godlinels ,- hath the pro- 
miſe of this life , andof that 
which is to come, 1 Tim.4.$. 
Ir hath the promiſe of rhe 


ſed [halt thou be is the Field , 
bleſſed ſhalt thou: be in the 
{Basket, and bleſſed ſhalt than 
be inthe Store g bliſſed (hat: 
thou be when thou comeſt in, 
and bli{ſed ſhalt thou be when 
thou garſt ont , &c,. What 
{hall I lay more, Godlineſs 
hath all the choice promi- 
ſes of God annexed to: it, 
viz, Godlineſs doth bring 
true peace, quier, and com- 
fort to the foul ;: nay , it 


leads a foul co have com: |- 


'munion-with: God:and-his 


bleſſings of this Jife, Dewr. | 
28:3, 4,5» 0, Bleſſed ſhalt 
| [thou be in the City,” and bleſ- | 


. C 5 peo» |. | 
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the Son of God, we have | 
no life in us, 7ohn 6. 53. 

An holy Converſation | 5. 


2 Tl er ry 0 
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| 


Ab. 


. [you, Jer us ſee ir by your, 


* af © 


i... 
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people; ſorthat Godlineſs 
here is the way to eternal 
glory hereafter. + 
n holy Life and Con- 
verſation is of neceſlity to 
diſtinguiſh between one 
that ſerverh God, and him 
that ſerverh him nor, v#X. 
He chat is a -ſervant of 
God will let us know it by 
his obedience to him, Row, 


__— 


Chriſts lock will hear and. 
obey his voice, Fon 10.27. 
He char hath an intereſt in 
the promiſes, will cleanſe 


of fleſh and ſpirir, 2 Cor, 7. 
1. 16 Chriſt hath dyed for 


living to him, 2 Cor. 5.15. 
He that is Chriſts will cru- 


|cifie the fleſh with the af- | 


tections and Juſis, Gal. 5. 
24. Thoſe whom Chriſt 


hath 


——_—_—_ {A 


_——_— 
©, of > on y 


6. 16. He thar is one of}. 


himſelf from the falchine(s! 


| 


} 
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it is through ſanctification 
of the Spirit, and belief of 
che Truth, 2 Theſ. 3. 13. 
He that hath Faith in 
Chriſt, will let it appear 
by his works, 7am. 2.18, 
GCC. ; 

All ſorts of people pre- 
tending to Godlineſs agree 
in this, That there is a ne- 
ceſſity of an Holy Life and 
Converſation, onely the 
Papiſt, and Quaker, with 
ſome others, lay too great 
a ſtreſs upon it 5 not confi- 


works of mercy ſtand in 


,Converfation , ler me in- 


| 


| 


ſtance bur in two Scri- 


PtLUres, Ger. 22, 25 3, 4+ In 
this 


hach choſen ro ſalvation, | 


dering that we are fo far | 
from meriting by our| 
Works of mercy, that our | 


need of mercy : bur to our | 
[work of an holy Life and 


_Y 
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|rhis Scriprure we have che 


| 


| ly Son, yet if he had been 


ſtory of Abraham in his 
holy converſation and obe- 
dience to God, in offcring 
up his Son, Well, in fine, | 
God commanded him to. 
offer up his Son; in which 
conlidertheſe fix things. | 
Had he been to part with 
4 duciful Servant ir had 
been ſomething 5 but to 
part with a.dutiful Son.thar 
1% More. 
If with 2 Sonne, had it 
been an adopted Son, the 
tryal had not been fo grear, 
burt.chis was a natural Son. 
_ If with a naturall.Son, 
had. it been. one of many, 
the triall had. not been ſo 
great 5 but this. was his 
ownand onely, Son.. | 
It with tis own and on- 


young, ,, and ſo likely ro 


have| 


VS Le. et Hactamad —— 
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have had more, the tryal' 
had not been fo great ; bur 
he was never like to have' 
more, and this Son was 
his 1ſaac, a Childe of many 
prayers and of many pro- 
miſes, in whom his heart 
delighred. | 
If he had been to part| 5; 
with. him by a natural 
death in an ordinary way, 
'che tryal had not been fo 
oreat; bur he was to part 
with him as a Sacrifice, 
wherein he was to be cur | 
in pieces, &c. | | 
| Bur yer had ſome other | . , 
[man been the Executioner | * 
of. his Childe, ir had been 
\ſomerhing 5 but Abraham 
himſelf muſt do this thing : 
Now conſider, how can we 
[be che Children: of A4bra- 
(ham, except wewalk in his| 
ſteps * he truſted upon EZ 
God, 


JE OS 
—  — 
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God, although he had bur 
- [his bare word forit, and 
gave God his own timeto 
make good his own pro- 
miſe z and he was ready to 
part with the deareſtthing 
for God at the firſt word, 
and he believed iff Hope; 
againſt hope : O ! that 
thou and I could do the 
ſame. 

One would think that 
the Love of Chriſt, the 
Promiſes of Chriſt , the 
Preſence of Chriſt, the 
Example of Chriſt , and 
[che Recompence of Re- 
ward held forth by Chriſt, 
ſhould make us hold on, 
and hold out ; bur if great| 
Love , great Mercy, great 
| Forbearance, great Entrea- | 
{e1es, great Wages, will not | 
prevail with us to forſake| | 
our Sins, and lead an Holy 


_Life,] 


_ 
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| rounbolyt Converſation, 


Life, Oh! Lord, what 
will become of us , for 
without holineſs no man ſhall 
ever ſee the Lord, &c., + 
The ſecond place of 
Scripture, is Pſal, 63. 1, 2. 
0) --y _— my God, or 
ly will I ſeek thee , my ſou 
Phirfeth a thee , 7 fleſh 
longeth for thee, to ſee thy, 
power, and thy glory, ſoas 1 
[have ſeen thee in the Sanctu- 
ary : Here you havedefire 
upon deſire ; you have the 
very flower and vigour of 
his Spirit,*the ftrengrth and 
{finews of his Soul , the 
prime and top of his infla- 
med affeRions, all ſtrongly 
working after a fuller en- 
joyment of God, and a 
greater meaſure of confor- 
miry to him, in a Holy Life 


yd [and Converſation. Now 


Obedience, SanRification, 


L 


lt 


———— — 
_ 
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| _40 


I, 


|S. 


{ther of ſin unto death , oy of 


{Let your light ſo ſhine before 


neceſlary, 
I. InrcſpeR of God. 
2. In reſpet of our 
ſclves. 
- 3. Inreſped& of others. 
Is It is neceflary in re- 
ſpetof God, - 
To-mmnifeſt our Loyal- 
ty and SubjeRion to our. 
Dread Sovereign, and Sa- 
cred Majeſty , the Lord of 


Rom. 6. 16, Hisſervants 
ye are towhom ye obey: whe- 


 Aſerious Exhortelow = 
| or an Holy Converſation is 


Lords, and King of Kings. | 


8.34. compared with 2 Pez. 
5. 1 -- ” 
It is-neceflary co glori- 
ge his name, Matth. 5. 16. 


Medience unto life « ſee Fohys | 


men, that they may ſee your 
good works, and glorifie your 


Father which is in heaven + 


A—_ 


WE - ? 


toan holy Converſation. "qv. 


ſee 1 Pet. 2, 12. compared 
with r Theſ, 2. 12. 
| To treftifte our thank- 
ulneſs ro God in appoint- 
ing his Son, oar Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, ro deſcend as 
low as Hell ro ferch us 
from thence ; and to aſcend 
up as high as Heaven to 
| carry us thither. In a word, 
whatſoever we have, we 
have received from hims; 
whatſoever we are, or have, 
We owero him ; ſo that we 
may ſay as Paul, Rom. 11, 
36, Of him, and through 
him are all things , to whom 
be glory forever. Amen. 
Good works, or an holy 
converſation,is neceſlary to 
beautifie the Goſpel of 


your converſation be as be- 
comes the Goſpel of Chriſt ; 
ſo 2 Cor, 9. 13. SO _ 
or 


—_———__—— 


Chriſt , Phil. 1. 27, Let: 


| 


Zo 


To 


| veyance of both the appre- 


for the firſt of theſe, good 
works are neceſſary in -re- 
ſpetof God, to ſhew our 
obedience, to glorific his 
Name,toteſtifie our thank- 
fulneſs, and to beavurific his 
Goſpel, &c. 

2. Good Works are ne- 
ceſlary in reſpeRt of our 
ſelves. COD 0 

As they are pipes of con- 


henfion and application of 
mercy , Pſalm 50. 23. To 
him that ordereth his con- 
verſation aright, will 1 ſhew 
the ſalvation of God : ſee 
Pſalm 107. 43- compared 
with 2 Pet, 1, 10,11, 


2, 


An holy Converſation 
is a ſweet demonſtration of 
our fancerity and reality ; 
our Saviour ſaith, 4 Trees 
known by its fruits s fo 
we may know where Faich| 


_— 


———_—— 


— 
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"_ holy Converſation. 


is by i its works, and ——— 
Love . is by: its effects, 

1 Zobw 1..6.1f we ſj we bave 
fellowſhip 'with him, - and 
walk in darkneſs, we lie and 
Ao not the truth, 

They are neceſſary: 25to 
our being and well-being, 
Pfalm 57. 3. Tru#t in the 
Lord, and do good , fo ſhalt 
thou dwell in the land, and 
verily thou ſhalt be fed, Mar. 
116, 27. He will reward eve- 
"yy man according t0 hi 
works, 

This is the way to make. 
our calling and our eleci- 
on ſure, 2 Pe#. 1.5. tothe 
11. verſe, for if you do 
theſe things you ſhall ne- 
ver fall ; for ſoan entrance | 
| ſhall be adminiſtred unto 
[you abundantly int the 
|cverlaſting kingdom of our 


1| Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


$ Chriſt, o Good | 


w 
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| 44 4 ſerious Exhirtation | 


IT, 


2. 


|rhis four-fold reſpeR. . - 


| wicked Sant ſay to David, 
| 1 Sam. 24. 17-Thow art 


3+ Good works; oran 
holy Converſation, -1s ne-. 
ceſlary inreſpetot erhets, 
Tit. 3.8. They that have be- 
lieved in Chriſt muſt be care- 
ful to maintain good works ; 
for theſe things are good and 
profitable to men, and that in 


To ſtop the mouths of 
wicked men, 1 Pet. 2.17. 
For" this isthewill of God, 
that with well-dotng they may 
put ro fulemnce the ignor ance of 
fooliſh men, This made 


morerighteous then T, for 


ly, that I fond of thy chil- 


thou baſt rewarded good. for 
evil, 4 
To encreaſe the joy of 
the Lords people: weread 
in the ſecond Epiſtle. of 
fohn, v..4. 1reoyced great- 


| 


| 


dren 


f AF 4 
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10an holy Conwer ſation, 


— 


43- 


dren walking inthe trath. 
Iris a great encouragement 
ro one Chriſtian to ſee the 
forwardnefs' of another in} 
the wayes- of well-doing : 
Re Coh 3,5. ont 5: 1) 

'Towin others tothe em- 
bracing of the Goſpel, and 
to an Holy Life and Gon-' 
verſation, 1 Pet; 3.,1,2. 
That they may be won whilſt 
they behold. your chaſte con- 


ver{ation coupled with fear, | 


&c, moſt ſure it is, thata 
a. man doth teach by his 
Converſation,as well as by 
his Doctrine. 

It 15 good to others for 
an exatmple- of holineſs, 
tobs 13. 15; 1 have done 
this.good work to leave 
you an example, ſaid our 
Lord Chriſt:{ce 1 Theſ.1.7. 
So that ye were examples to all 


that believe,: Many have 


_— Fey - w” 


been 


_— — - 


4h F & ferlons: Exhortation.- 


© —— 


-collvinced by exam- 
e.co: lead an holy Life, 
hat would not by precept.: 

aft which we may fee, 
har awholy: Life is 'neccl-; 
fary in reſpe& of *God, our| 
ſelves , and others. Oh ! 
thar thou thar readeſt theſe 
Lines ,: and I that: write 
them ,. mighe 1n good car- 
'neft ſer about this work, 
that it might gowell with us 


/OUr hands uno, Pſalm 1. 


ant -onr Children, Deut. 5, 
39. for this is: the way ro 
have the Lords bleffing 
nus, in all that we ſer 


Ini/this the Children of 


Godare manifeſt; and rhe 
children: of. the: Devil ;| 


| whoſoever doth nor righ-| 
teouſnel(s. is not of God, 


neither he' char loverh nor 
his - Brother. - Ch ift gave 
himſelf for ns , 


gh hel 


—_—______ 
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iniquity , and purifie unto 
bimſelf a peculiar people zea- 
lous of good works,  There- 
we, Be je holy , ſaith the: 
xt, 48 1 am holy , for 
vithout holineſs no man ſhall 
ſce God, Heb, 12.14. We 
ſhall come now , having 
gone thus far, rogive you 
the ſumme of all with 
ſome farther addition and 
confirmations to the point 
in hand, andenquire inito 
theſe four things about an 
holy Converſation 


[lt IS, DIE 
| 2. The means of attain- 
ling it. fe 

| 3. Therrials of ic how 
it may be known. 

|, 4: The morives or 'm- 


Cucements roit, '4 
The nature of it what ic 


might redeem us from all| 


| 1. The nature of it what 


is, 


1 


- " 
* 
. - 4s A 


A ſerious Exhartation 


{our aim in all our 


{life ordered according to| 


is. It is an heedful obſer- 
ving the word of God to 
be our Rule, and his glory 


thoughts , reſolutions 
words; and aQions, or 


E-1 


the Word of God, .in ho-| 


lineſs and righteouſneſle, l | 
Pſal. 119. 9. Luke 1. 75. | 
bl 


Ina word, an holy Life 
is the produ or effect of a 
Work of - Grace in our |; 
heans, whereby weare re- 
newed in the whole man} 
after the image of God,and F 
are enabled more and moreſ[h 
co dye unto fin, and to liveſ[;, 
unto righteouſneſs, Epbeſ.M ;, 
4+ 14. compared with Rom. ſip 
6.4;6. An holy Lifeandfſ 


| 


{and Sincerity, 1-77. 1. 5ſſ/is 


Converſation hath two | 
companions, Univerſaliry 


Now” the end of the Com-ſha 


74nd 


Li 


| 10 an holy Converſation. 


| Out of a pure heart, 
[not abſolutely and com: 
pleatly purified from all. 


\reſtimony of the hearts 


mandment i charity, out of a 
pure heart, and of a good con- 
ſcience, and of faith un- 
feigned, 


{in, but comparatively, by | 
way of juſtification, Pſal. | 
51. 7. when we finde con- 
ſcience give a comfortable 


ſimplicity and godly fince- 
rity in whatſoever it doth, 


'turally good z being purged 
by Chrifts Blood from dead | 


Of a good conſcience, 
that is not naturally good, 
bur ſpiritually and ſuperna- 


"y 


I, 


works, to ſerve the living 
God, Heb. 9. 14. 

Of Faith unfergned, with- 
out hypocrifie : now faith 
is then unfeigned when ir 
hath the true n3cure of faith 

D 


- wo— WW» ——————————_— a, 
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I. 


Z. 


|1nit, when it purifies the 
heart, As 15.9. and when 


viland the world , 1 Foh» 
'5. 4. ſo that in all our 
walkings, be ſure to have 
an eye upon theſe three 
things. - 
 Beure you do what you 
do from a right ground or 
principal, otherwiſe it may 
be ſaid both of thee and 
me, as it iS ſaid of Ama37- 
ah, 2 Chron. 25. 7, 8,9. He 
4:4 that which was right in 
the ſight of the Lord, but not 
with a perfect heart. 

Be ſure you aR by aright 
Rule;ſome make their own 


| | it doth overcome the De- 
| 
| 


make the Traditions and 


Wong 


Wills their rule , others, : 


Examples of men their | 

rule, others make the Light 
within the rule z but a 
Chriſtian is to make rhe] 


_—— dw... 


| 104, holy Converſation, 


Word of God his Rule, 
- [and fo walk and a as we 
have Chriſt, the Prophets, 
[and Apoſtles for our Ex- 
ample, that we may go out: 
by the foot-ſteps of the 
Flock. | 
Be ſure thou haſt right 
ends, low baſe ends ſpoil 
the higheſtundertakings;ſo 
for proof hereof, 1 Cor, 10. 
31. ihatſoever you ao, let all 
be done to the glory of God, 
(compared with Col, 3.17. 
Phil, 1.16, and fo we ſhall 
'aR from a right ground, 


by a right rule, to a right 
end. 


hearts with Solomens dili- 
gence, Prov. 4. 24. 

| 2. We ſhould keep our; 
BY £ycs with 7obs Covenant, 
MW Fob 31.1. 

3. We ſhould keep our 


x. We ſhould keep our 


ED > _ Tongues 


A ſerious Exhortatien 


inot defile ir, or deface it , 


ten -— +. on 


| Tongnes with Davids Bri- 
dle, Pſal. 39. 7. 

4. We thould keep our| 
foor with Solomons guard, 
Eccleſ. 5.1. 

In a word, We ſhould 
not truſt any member 
without its keeper, that ſo 
we might carry our ſelves 
in all eſtates, in all condit- 
ons, under all adminiſtra- 
tions, both to God and his 
People, and our relations, 
as becometh an obedient 
Chriſtian. Confider, we 
are his workmanſhip, let us 


_— — 


weare in his preſence, let 
us not pollute it, by unho- 
ly and impure actions. 
Conſider, we are of the 
ſame houſhold with God, 
he is with us in our natu- 
ral actions ro preſerve us, |. 
in Our recreations £0 re- 


Py 


—_ 
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— 
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| 


fo an holy Converſation, 


ſtrain us, in our publick 


actions to approve or re- 
prove us, in our private to 
obſerve us, in our ſteps to 
watch by us, in our watch- 
ing to refceſh us. 

The means of attaining 
an holy Life and conver- 
ſation, I might inſtance in 
many, bur I ſhall reduce all 
ro theſe five heads. 


Bethroughly convinced, 


and fully per{waded of the 
neceſſity of it. 

Pray earneſtly and fre- 
quently tothe Lord to pu 
thee upon it, and to hiclp 
thee 1n ir, 

Meditate daily of the 


Heaven, the torments of 
Hell, and the eternity of 
both. ( 


xv__ i. 


es * 7 


| 


| hour of Death, the day. of | 
Judgement, the joyes of | 


2. 


| Think much onthegreati. 4, |: 
d:iho- 


# 


---3 4. A ſerious Exhortation 


Inn 


I, 


| God. 


appearance of evil. 


4 


of chine heare , #h4t with- 


#he Lord, Heb. 12.14. No 
i wncltan perſon ſhall entey in- 
| ro 1he Kingdom of God Rev. 
21.27. &c. Becauſe holi- 
nels and ſanGification is 
[the way in which the 
Lords people ſhall. be fa- 


| ve{, Ido not fay that this 


ts.che way by which , bur 
the way in which he hath 
choſen us ro ſalvation, 
laith the Scripture, 1&rough 


ſanttification of the Spirit, | 


Keep thy watch and en- 
deavour to abſtain from all 


Be throughly convin- 
ced and fu'ly perſwaded 
of the neceſſity of it, viz. 
oround this in the botrom 


o8t holineſs no man ſhall ſee 


; 


and | 


A —_—_—_—_. 
— 
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diſhonour which an unho- 
ly life doth caſt upon 


| 


fo an holy Converſation. Z = | 


and belicf of the truth, 
2 Theſ. 2.13. 

_ Pray earneſtly and fre- 
{quently to the Lord to put 
[thee upon it, andrto help 
 Jtheeinit, P/al. 119. 5,04! 
. [that my wayes were diredted 

[to keep thy Statutes, then ſhall 
I not be aſhamed, when I have 
reſpect 10 all thy Commana- 
ments, Jer. 10, 23. We 
have need to ſeek ro the 
Lord for help , for it 7s-ne: } 
in man to diredt ba ſlits, 
Prov. 3. 6. I1nall thy was 
acknowleaze him,and ve [halt 


9. A mans heart may deviſe 
his way , but the Lord dire- 

aah his ſteps, without 
| whom we can do nothing, 
3 C07. 3.5. 

' Meditate of the hour of 


diref? thy paths. Prov. 16. | 


Death, day of Judgement, ! 
Torments of Hell, and the 


3. 


——— 


; | "DEI — _ D 4 oY joyes 


— 


"6 


t 


[ties , great and long wait- 


love of Chriſt doth nor, or 
| will not conſtrain, if the 
fear of puniſhment will 


love; great mercy , great 
forbearance, great enuea- 


ings , great wages will not 
prevail with us to lead 
(an holy Life, I know nor 
what will 2 ſurely we can 


A ſerious Exhortation 


Joyes of Heaven, and the 
Ercrnity of both : if the 


| 
| 


not compell, Lord what 
will become of us! If great | - 


never ſerve fuch another 
Maſteras Godis, for he 
doth not onely give us wa- | 
ges, but doth our work oa 


| US. 


Think much upon the 
great diſhonour that an un-| 
holy life doth caſt upon 
God. Ina word, it doth 
caſt a treble diſhonour on 


| | God, viF} 


In. | 


nt 


_ —_ — 


holy Converſation, 


t0 an 


In its malignity,as being 
moſt contrary to the pure, 
unſpotrted, perfect, and ho- 
ly nature of God ſinne is 
as contrary to God,as light 
to darkneſs , and Hell to 
Heaven. 

In irs obſtinacy,it oppo- | 
ſerh the command of God, | 
ſlighes the will of God,and | 
contradicts the defign of 
God, and brings extcrnall,. 
internal., and eternal mi- 
ſery upon the creature, 
upon per.ons,. and Nati- 
Ons. 

In irs choice, a ſinner in 
living an unholy life choo- 
ſeth a baſe luſt;a venomous 
{fin, acrooked way before 
lthenew and living way,the 
{ure and ſafe way, the true 
and only way thar leadeth 
unto life and bleſſ:dneſle. 
| Ita word, anunholy life 
It-5> .purs]. 
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| 


man cleanſe his way ? by na- 


puts God upon complain- 
1ng, the Spirit upon grie- 
ving , and Chriſt upon 
bleeding ; beſides it opens 
the mouths of enemies, 
and grieves the people of 
God. 

Let us keep up our 
watch, and ſtand upon our 
euard , and ar leaſt endea- 
vour to abſtain from all ap- 
pearance of evil ; watch, 
what comes in, and. what 
gocs out,andtruſt no mem- 
ber without its guard,as we 
faid before , Pſalm 119. 9: 
herewith (hall a young 


king heed thereto according 
to thy word, | 


may be known, and that I 
ſhall reduce co theſe 'two 
general heads, viz. | 


The Tryals of it, how it] 


| 


, 


1.. How he thar: hath, or: 


4 C > 
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]diſcern che truth of ir. 
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= 


to an holy Converſation, 


prerends-to it, may clearly 


2, How others that ob- 
ferve him, and behold him, 
may judge aright of him. 

Of- the firſt, how he 
that hath it may clearly ſee 
it, viz, | 

True obedience hath 
two companions, univerſa- 
lity and ſincerity, chat is, 
he hath a reſpec to all 
Gods Commandments, 
Pſal. 119. 6. and doth cn- 
deavour to keep them, at 
leaſt purpoſingly and en- 
deayouringly : a will to 


——  _ 


obey the Lord is all that a 
bleſſed Pani can ſometimes 
finde , Rom, 7,18, Now 
are there any ſeeds of true 
life begua 2 1s there any 
ſpark of conviRtion,or:mo-- 


| thy pulſe. of remorſe _o a 
| ny” Kt |. 


tion: of repentance 2: will 


A 
—— 


I, 
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A ſerious Exbortation | 
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|che.beſt,and.a good man at 


lirtle, haſt chou a touch of 
remorſe and focrow,a ſpark 
of Contrition., a.grainof: 
Faith, a drop of ſelf-deni- 
al.; doth thy ſpirit. long. 
and. breathe , although 
faintly z. doth chy. pulſe 
bear,although feebly;doth; 
thy. heart pant-aſter Chriſt! 
alchough but weakly ; doſt 


cthoughwith aſhakinghand>: 


fxom the carriage of thyſpi-: 
rit, neither at.the beſt, nor: 


way,, which 15 moſt thy 


well, take. thy, Evidences| 


at.the worſt, burtthe middle} 


frame ;. for if thou judge} 
of thy ſelf. ar rhe worſt, 
| chou.. mayeſt be diſcoura- 
ged;and.if at the. beſt, hou] 


| 


thou. endeavoiit to receive! BB 
{Chriſt and his Free.Grace, 


Fr 


we.cakea prophane man at 


| the worſt ,, we ſhall finde} 


mayeſt be deceived.z. for if | 


— 
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but: lictle difference ,- viz. 
we rezd of Davids murder-' 
[ing, we: read of Foſep þs | 
ſwearing, Fobs curling 0a 
day of his birth, of. Foneb 
vexing, Peter denying,” ho- 
7145 not t belicving.. Again, 
on the contrary, weread of 
Pharaoh deſiring the Pray- 
cr of Moſes, Balaamdeſiting 
co dye. the death of the 
5. rack Sazl condemn- 
[ing of himſelf, -4449 hum- 
bling himſelf, Nuneveh te- 
penting,. Felix trembling : | 
if we now judge by theſe | 
particular actions ,. we 
ſbould juſtifie thoſe.whom 
the Lord doth condemn, 
| and condemn thoſe whom | 
the. Lord doth juſtific :| 
| | Therefore we. are. not to 
judge. our ſelves by ſome 
| particular acts , but by the] 
conſtant frame and bent of 


our c ſpirics.. A true. Chri- | 
Es | Mart, 


_——_—_ 


+ 60, 2, it I Fibers 


A ſerious Exhortation E 


ſtian can ſay, though I am 
not whar I would be, yerl 
would be whar I ſhould bez: 
there is much blindneſs 
with our light, much en- 
 mity with our love , much 
pride with our humility.z 
ſo that the beſt Chriſtian 
may ſay, LordI ſee, and 
yet am blinde, I hate and 
yet I love, I follow and yer 
I fall, I preſs forward, and 
yet I faint, 

How others that behold 
him, may and ought to 


| judge of him, vis. 
He that is a ſervant of 
| Rom. G6: 16. 


| Chriſt will let us know it 


?ohn 13. 35. 
He that faith he liveth 


God will let us know it by 
his. obedience to- him, | 


He thar is a fervant of! 


by his love to his people, 


4 
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10 anhiuly Converſation. 


in the Spiric will let us 


know it by his walking in] 


the Spirit, Gal..5, 25. 

He that abiderh in the 
Vine, will let us ſee it by 
his fruifulneſs, 7ohn 15. 5. 

He that hath faith will 
ſhew it us by his works, 
7am. 2. 18, 

He that is indeed a wiſe 
man will ler us ſee it by his] 
good Converſation, 7ames 


i + 3 . 

He that hath an intereſt 
in the promiſes will let us 
know it by his cleanſing 
himſelf fromall: filthineſs, 
both of ficſh and ſpirit, 
2.Cor, 7. 1. & man muſt 
not dance and dine with 
the Devil, and yet think to 
lye down with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Faceb inthe king- 
dom of heaven ; moſt men 


|walk inthe broad way,and | 
yer | 
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| JET EVETY ONE thinks to en- 
cer ina at the-ſtrait gate, 
Mat. 7-13. Prov, 16. 25. 
It: is true, the beſt Gold 
hath ſome droſs, the faireſt : 
day hath its clouds, the fi- 
neſt linnen hath irs ſpots, | 
and the faireſtGardea hath | 
ies weeds, and the beſt 
| Fields hath irs Tares, as: | 
well as: Wheat, and the] 

| 


| ſweeteſt fruit ſome worms; | 
L fo have the moſt exact 
| Chriſtians their failings : 
Wherfore beware of judg-| Þ/al 
ing men and women ac- 
cording to ſome particular} £{dc 
aRions, .but judge accord- | 
ingro the conſtant tenor of | ſth 
| their converſation; for as| ſto 
we ſaid before, if we takea| Nh 
good man at the worſt, & a| [© fis 
| wicked man-atthe beſt,we| (wh 
ſhall finde bur-litle. diffe- 
rence : . therefoze-Jer us be- 
ware: 
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ware of condemning thoſe 
'whom the Lord doth juſti- 
fie, and of juſtifying thoſe 
whom the Lord does con- 


abomination to the Lord. 
| The motives to it, or 
apts prevailing argu- 


ments to engage us tO it, | 


|which I ſhall reduce to 
thele two heads, viz. 

I. The benefits that we 
{hall gain by ir, 


all chat want it. 
The benefits which do te- 
dound to an holy Life, viz. 
He hath che promiſes of 
this life, and that which is 

to COME. - 
He hath a bleſſing upon 
his basket and ſtore, and| 


whatſoever. he puts his | 


nand unto, all things work 
together for his good, at 


| to an holy Converſation. 65 


'deain,for both theſeare an | 


2. The ſad condition of | 


che 


I, 


f 


\the preſent, ficring him for 


| of Truth to be their guide, 


Loxd ſhall inthe fight and 
ol hear | 


4 ſerious Exhortation 


ſalvation hereafter ; yea,! 
whatſoever lofles, croſlcs, 
croubles, and trials, perſe- 
cutions, andafflitions be- 
fal him, it ſhall redound to 
che glory of God, and his 
his own good, and if all; 
this be too little, the Lord: 
is teaching him or her that 


endeavours to order their 


converſation aright,to take 
the glory of his moſt Holy! 
Name to be theiraim, his 
Word their rule, the Spirit 


che Angels tro be their 
guard, 6 the precious Pro- 
miſes ro be their ſupport, 
and his Sons and Daugh- 
ters to be their companions 


here,and companyof innu- 


merable Saints and Angels 
hereafter, Heb, 12. Yeathe| 


corn 4 
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hearirg of all che world, 
call his ſanRified ones, as 
Mat. 25. 34. Come yebleſſed 
'of my Father , inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you 


world. 
| Come ye, my friends, my 
brethren, my people, my 
\undefiled ones. 
Bleſſed. Here is our abſo- 
lution from all ſins, 
Of my Father, Here is 
the Authour from whom 
proceeds our bleſfednels. 
Inherit, Here is our Faith 
ending in fruition, and the 
promiſes in poſlefiion. 
The Kingdom, Behold 
our birth-right according 
to Grace, 2 Tim. 1.9. 


therly care for his choſen, | 
John 14.2. 


Gs ac 


* From the Fonndation 0 f 


from the foundation of the | 


| 


Prepared, See Gods fa- l 


the 


I, 


2, 


Go 


A ſerious Exhortation 


. |chere islighrt without dark- 


the world. Oh | the free 


| beauty without blemiſh, 


and eternal love of God to 
poor miſerable man. In a! 
word, there is no place ſo 
glorious by creation , ſo 


| beantiful for deleation,(o! _ 


rich in poſſeſſion , ſo com- 
fortable in habitation;rhere 
is joy without ſorrow, and 
pleaſure without pain 


neſs , mirth without fſad- | 
neſs, health wirhour fick- 
neſs, wealth without want, 
credit without diſgrace, 


&c. all tears ſhall be done 
away, all evils removed, 


| 


1 


all finnes aboliſhed, all 
wants ſupplicd : ſee Kev, 
22.3. nd 21.4. | 
Heaven is a Gity, whoſe 
Maker and Builder is God, 
the City of the living. God, 
Heb. 12. 22. The Court 


| t of | 
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of God and of Chriſt, 


ab.e company of Saints 
and Angels, Heb. 12. 23, 
24 It is better ſure ro creep 
towards Heaven though 
through the valley of rears, 
then to gallop rowards hell 
upon the mountains of 
pleaſure. 

The ſad condition of all 
that wantit; Hebe12. 14, 
Follow peace with all men, 
and holineſs, without which 
n0 man ſhall ſee God, 1 Pet. 
I. 15, 16. As he that hath 
called us « holy, ſobeye holy 
in all manner of comver ſati- 
on; becauſe it & written, be 
je holy as 1 am holy, Rev. 


{21. 27. There ſhall in no wiſe 


enter into heaven any thing 
that defileth, nor thoſe that 
work abomination, or make 4 


tye, &c, Well, the holy 
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wherein are an innumetr- | 
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| 


nature 
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nature of God will not 
permit the unclean man ar 
woman to come into his 
preſence z no, Pſal. 9. 17. 
The wicked ſhall be-turned 
into hill, 2 Thefl, 1. 8. The 
Loyd will come in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on all 
them that obey not the Go- 
ſpel, 8c, In the mean time 


| whileſt rhey remain here 


they are accurſed in their 
going our, and in their co- 
ming in, in the basket and 


| 


thing char they pur their 
hand unto, Dent. 28, A- 
gan, confider what names 
all chofe who want this ho- 


inthe ſtore, and in every| 


ly life and converſation are| 
[known by in the Scrip- 
tures of truth, viF. 
Sometimes they are cal- 
led filthy dreamers, defiling 
a fleſh, Ep. Jude ver. 8. 


raging) 


Fr 
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raging waves of the ſea, 
foaming ont their own ſhame, 
Ver. 13. Natural bruit beaſts 
made 10 be taken and deftroy- 
ed, that ſhall utterly periſh in | 
their own corruption, 2 Pet, 
2. 12. Pells without water, 
clouds that are carried with a 
tempeſt, to whom the miſt of 
darkneſſe i reſerved for 
ever, VET. 17. A generation 
of wipers, Matth. 3. 7. Te 
ſerpents, how can ye eſcape 
the damnation of hell, Mat, 
23. 33. In a word, the 
Scriptures call them Lions 
for their fiercenes, Bears for | 
cheir cruelty, and Dragons | 
for their hideouſneſle, 
Dogs for their filchineſſe, 
Wolves and Foxes for 
their ſubtlety , if this be 
not enough, the Scriptures 
of truth ſtiles them Scor- 
pions vipers, thorns, bri- 
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I. 


2o 


| 


| 


droſs , ſmoak, ſcum, un- 
clean birds, Rev. 18. 3. 


their maſter, Roz 6. 16, 
The Devil is ſaid co be 
their father, 704» 8. 42. 
The Devil is ſaid co be 
rheir Prince, 7ohu 12.31. 
| TheDevil is ſaid to be 
' their god, 2 Cor. 4. 4. 
' Now layall theſe things 
ropgether,, and confider if 
the joyes of heaven on the 
one hand, and the torments 
jof hell on the other hand, 


! 


will not prevail with us al '# 
{witneſs a holy life and 
converſation in our pra-\ſ} 
{Rice, I do not know what ; 


will: certainly the ſad 


condition of all that want | 
this holy life will farther 


appear by theſeparticulars. 
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ars, thiſtles , brambles, 
ſtubble, dirt, duſt, chaffe, 


The Devil is {aid to be 
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7 [pur char. off to- the laſt 


z [come to the laſt week of 
- | that moneth X and when 
| jjrhat is come tothe laſt day 
1-0f. that week , 
| that | 


| every one, and would fain 


; ſons afd daughters of men 
| {are not ar leaſure co hear 


10 an holy Converſation. 


it hath ſomething to ſay to 


|be heard - but moſt of the 


what he hath to ſay ; they 
year', and when that is 


come to the laſt moneth of 
that year, and when that is 


and when 


Death in Scripture is cal- | 
led the King of Terronrs,| - 


73 
' } Hisorher ſad - _ I. 
[at the hour of death. 
Their ſad condition at | 2. 
the day of Judgement. 
| The corments they are| 3. 
like to ſuffer in Hell. | 
The duration of that| 4. 
helliſh ſtate. | 
4 Of the hour of Death. 
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)chat is come to the laſt. 


| 


[us every where, and enters}; 


'| want of wine, by hearor| 


ke 
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hour of that day,and when | 
chat is come to the laſt mi-{; 
nute of that hour, not con-|} 
ſidering char death meets]: 


in at every door, viz. by al! 
full mea], or an empty ſto-i 
mach , by much wine or} 


cold, by violent motion or 
ſitting ſtil}, by every thing 
in providence , by every 
thing in nature, by every 
thing in chances well, in 
comes death and looks you 
grim and black in the face, 
then you fall into a cold 
ſweat over all your body, 
and a trembling in all your 
joynts; the Head aketh,the 
Face waxeth pale, the 
Noſe black , che Eye- 
ſtrings break, the Tongue! 
falcererh , che Throat rat-| 


i. 


leths 


. |he look down, he ſceth 


— 
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leth; then come thy friends 


'[and trouble thee as faſt ro | 


have thee put thy goods in 
order, ſome crying, ſome 
craving, ſome pittying, | 
ſome comforting of the 
fick party : If he look up, 
he ſeerh Gods judgements 
ready to fall upon him , if 


Hell mouth open, ready co 
receive him ; if he Took 
about him, loea company 
of evill ſpirits ready to 


ſnatch his ſoul from him; 


. [he lived an holy Life and 


live he cannox, to dye he is 
afraid, and what todo he 
cannot cell: whereas had 


Converſation , he ar the 
hour of death would now 
comfort himſelf, and ſay as 
good Hezekiab doth, 1/a. 
38. 2, 3. HeFekiah prayed 
and ſaid, Remember now, O 
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| Lord, Tbeſeech thee , bow 1 


| 


(which is good in thy (tight ; 


| 


[the that we would conſider 


iſo frail, and craſte,; that 


|day daubed over, it would 


have walked before thee in| 
truh , and with a perfect 
heart, and have done that 


ſo the Lord adatd to his dayes 
fifteen years, Oh! that we 
were wiſe, that we underſiood 


our latter end, Dent. 32.29. 
and great cauſe have we ſo 
to Qo, for out body is but a 
corrage of clay,, and that 


were it not Once Ortwice a 


fall about our cats, What 
are our bodies but a Maga- 
zine and Hoſpitall of all 
Diſeaſes, and theſe axe 
fore-runners of Death : 
when Diſcaſes are in. the] 
Houſe , Death: is at the 
Threſhold , when-Sickneſs 


1S in the Chamber, Death 
| 1 
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is at the Window. Oh! 
thatcthe Lord would teach 
us ſo ro number our dayes, 
that we may apply our 
hearrs unto wiſdom. 

| Let us conſider his ſad 
condition at the day of 
Judgement that wants this 
| holy Converſation, wi7, 
there 1s brought in a Bill 
of Enditmenr, never ſuch 
a Bill put up againſt the 
greateſt offender in any 
Court of men. The Bill of | 
Endictment it ſelf runs 
thus, vis. 

"Thou arr here accuſed for 
a multitude of fins of cmiſ: 


duty to God, to Superiots, 
( Inferiors, and all Relati- 
| ONS, 


ly and openly,co the diſho- ! 
nour of God, the grief of 


fion, negledting ro dothy | 


| For ſinning both ſecrer-| 


a 


his} _ 


Ivan holy Converſation. _ | 
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Jirs If it doth norreſtrain 
| from ſta by admonition, ir 


A ſertous Exhortation © 


his people , and opening 
the mouth of enemies = 
| For finning againſt Gods 
holy Ordinances in neg-" 
leing or abuſing them. | 

For ſinning againſt all 
Gods Mercies to thee, in| 
abuſing health z wealth, 
liberty, parts, and gifts. 

For abufing both the 
Mercies and Judgements 
of God ; therefore now 
| he will deprive thee of the 
one, and conſume thee by 
the other. 

For finning againſt the 
checks of thine own Con-| 
ſcience, if Conſcience. be 
not a bridle, it will be a| 
whip if it benort a curb, | 
it will be a ſcourge; if you 
will not hear the warnings, 
you ſhall feel che laſhes of 
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will put you to pay for ſin 
by contrition, &c. 

- For finning againſt the 
motions of Gods Spirit in 
[reſiſting and grieving it. 

For drawing others to 
fin by your bad examples 
| and Courſes. 

For not reproving others 
[for their ſin,as if thou waſt 
afraid to ſpeak for God, a- 


noured him. 
' For a world of precious 


ſpent in the world, 

For a multitude of ſe- 
cret unknown fins com- 
mitted in thy childe-hood, 
youth, and man-hood, all 
thy omiſſions and commil- 
tons will then come into 
thy minde, 

There comes in a long 
Bill which chou . never 


% 
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eainſt thoſe that difho- | 


time, which thou haſt mil- 


ek 


To 


| 
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dreamedſt of , much leſs 
couldeſt repent of ; igno- 
rance will be no plea in this 
Court , all our finfull 
thoughts , reſolutions, 
words, and ations» toge- 
ther with all our commil- 
fions and omiſhons , ſtand 
up and bear teſtimony a- 
gainſt thee, Oh! conſt- 
der, if ever any Bill were 
like unto this ; I could al- 
molt {ay to the Reader, as 


| 


ptions againſt Witneſſes 
are ſometimes allowed, bur. 
thou canſt except againſt 
none here, unleſs it be the 
devil; bur if thou caſhire his 
eſti mony, what canſt thou, 
{ay agaiaſt thy partners in 
f1n,do not theyknowall chy 
wayes? what canſt thou ſay 


— ——_—— ——CQ — 


againft | 


Nathanto David, Thou art 
the man, It istrue, that' 
in Courts of Juſtice, exce- | 


' 
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grief of heart beheld thy 
ſinful courſes 4 what canſt 
chou ſay againſt good An- 
gels that will not belye 
chee 2 what canſt thou ſay 
againſt thine own conſci- 
ence ? what canſt thou ſay 
2Painſt the true and all- 


lyes Then hear theſentence, 
Mat.25.4t. Go ye curſed into 
everlaFting fire prepared for 
the Devil and hs Angels, 

3. Let usa little conſt- 
der the trorments which he 
iS like to ſuffer in Hell, 


2painſt good men,that with | 


knowing God that cannot | 


there ſhall be puniſhment 
without pitty , miſery 
without mercy , ſorrow 
without ſuccour, crying 
| withour comfort, miſchief 
without meaſure, rorment 
withour eafe 5 where the 


Wong dieth not , and 
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fury, it is better ro creep 


\ {rhar miſerable eſtate, Mar. 


che fire is never quenched ; 
in which flame thou ſhalt 
ever be burning and never 
conſumed, ever dying, and 
never dyes bur here thou 


the preſence of the Lord, 


power: and fo here for 
want of an holy Conver- 
fation, thou. haſt changed 
Heavens felicity for Hells 


towards Heaven, though 
|chrough the valley of rears,. 
than to gallop towards 
"Hell upon the mountains. 
of pleaſure. 

Conſider the duration of 


25. 41. Depart ye curfed in- 
to everlaſting fire ;this eter- 


ſhalt be puniſhed with e-| 
{ verlaſting deſtruction from 


and from the glory of his 


1nal condition admits-of no! 


j alteration, dceay,,. or con-| 
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ſumption, future hopes or 
expeRation, waſte or dimi- 
nution;mans eternal condi- 


or moderation,cvents or iſ- 
ſues of Providence s: mans 
eternal condition admits of 
no compariſon or revocati- 
on, there is no ſaunding a 


into this Oceans millions 
a minute waſted ; this is 


neſs of darkneſs, weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth, the 


fire that never goeth forth, 


efteR andprodud of an un- 


[by this time the Reader of | 
theſe lines finderh aneceſh- 
ty of a ſerious exhortation 
jtoan holy life and .conver- 


_—_—. 
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tion admits of no mixture | 


retreat after we are lanched ; 
of ages paſt away, yet not | 


utter darkneſs, and black- | 


worm that never dyeth,the | 
&c. and all this is bur the | 


holy Converſation. I hope | 
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| Now | 
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Now to avoid all chefe 
miſcries , conſider what is 
before written , and theſe 
few things following af- 
ter, and fol cloſe up this 
little piece, not doubting 
bur by Gods bleſſing thou 
mayeſt gain much by it. 

Now. then if thou 
would(ſt avoid Hetts miſc- 
ry, and obtain Heavens fe- 
licty , learn theſe few 
things and put them in pra- 
Ctice. | 

Keep thy heart with Sclo- 


Keep thine eyes with 
?obs Covenant, 70b 31. 1. 

Keep thy tongue with 
Davids Bridle, Pſal, 39. 7. 

Keep thy foot with So- 
tomons guard, Eccleſ. 5.1. | 

Thar thou and I may do; 
{o, let us put on the whole 
Armour of God, and not 
| , truſt 
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truſt any member without 
irs keeper. . D 


unprofitable or impoſſible, 
for mans idle time is the 
Devils butie time : There- 
fore ſeek the Lord while he 
may be found, and call upon 


| 


and chearful. 


him while he is neay, 


Ler thy thoughts which 
are the firſt bloflom of thy 
ſoul be awful and godly, 
2 Cor. 10.5. 

Ler thy ſpeech and talk 
be ſeaſoned with grace, ler 
ir be licele and crue, profir- 


- |able, ſeaſonable, and fa- 


voury, Prov. 10, 21. 

Ler thy works be profit- 
able, holy, charitable, and 
meaſurable. | 

Lec thy carriage or man- 
'ners. be grave, courteous, 


Have acare of ſpending 
precious time about things 


_ Lee! 
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Let thy diet be mode- 
rate and temperate, bring 


thine appetite under a rule | 


of reaſon, that it exceed 
not the bounds of modera- 
tion; when thou makeſt a 
feaſt,be not like Dives,who 


farcd deliciouſly ; nor like | 


Marths, troubled about 
many diſhes or varictics. 
Be content with thine 
allowance ; if thou canſt 
not raiſe thy eſtate to thy 
minde , let us ſtoop our 
mindes-to our eſtates. 


Let thy apparel be ſober, 
| neat,and comely, be rather 


r00 ſparing then over la- 
viſhing, rather abridge thy 
ſelf of ſomewhat thou 
mighteft have, then a- 
bound;rather come ſhortof 
thine allowance, then any 
whit at all to exceed it.. 
Ler thy recreation be 


| 
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lawful, brief, fcldom, and 
ſcaſonable. 
Let thy companions be 
_ | chiefly thoſe that are god- 
ly, beware of roo deep fa- 
miliarity with wicked 
ones, for they will calk 
much to little purpoſe: ſee 
| Prove 4- 14s | 

Let thy ſleep be mode- 


lie not doynto ſjeep in thy 


fleep. "of | Sn 
Let thy prayers be ſhort, 
ferveng, freguent , and de- 
vout 3; remerbex Chriſt 
prayed ofzen ang briefly, 
and commands us to learn 
of him, 
Have a care of ſpending 
1fo mych rime and pains a- 
bout the form of godlinels, 
aS to neglect the power. 
| Charge thy Fon 


_——_— 


————— 
Þ fa, —_ 
£ ' Dn 


rate, quier, and feaſonable, | 


fins, nejther finne in thy 


IO, 


II, 


1.3. 


I 4. 


— 


Mr —.. 
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I 5s 


| 17, 


———— 


retain the beſt things , nor. 
forgetting Death , Judge- 
ment , Puniſhment, +or 


Glory. - - © 3 
If thou wilt live and dye 
in a continual peace, main- 
tain a continual warre a- 
eainſt the world, the fleſh, 
and the Devil; if ever we 


fight out every ſtep of our 
way, ſtep by Rep; as a Ship 
cuts out its way in the 
Ke | | 
Endeavour alwayes to 
keep thine heart in ſuch a 
frame rhat thou mayeſt be 


{ 


come to Heaven we muſt | 


ready to -receive or do | 
good. = 
Endeavour to warn them 
that are unruly-, comfort 
the feeble minded, ſupport 
the weak, be patient to- 
wards all men, Theſ.5.14. 


Let the Word of God 


_ oO WT II," oo - - - 


be |. 


L———— 
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aim, his Spiritthy guide, 
his Angels chy guard , his 
| Promiſes thy ſupport , his 
People” thy companions, 
{his Ordinances thy de- 
lighe. j 

As we do approve of the 
lend which the Almighty 
aims at, which is the glory 
of his Name,and the good 
of his people ; ſo we 
ſhould like and aſlenr to 
the way which he doth act 
intoaccompliſh the ſame, 
which is ſometimes by 
means, ſometimes without 
means, ſometimes contra- 
ry to means, ſometimes by 


{mall means and inconſide- | 


rable. 


Seriouſly confider that | 


general which takes 1o all 
the former particular rules, 


be thy rule , his glory thy | 


I'9, 


20, 


wo 4+ 8, Finally , bre- 


thren, 
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| 


| thren, whatſoever things are | 


| marters paſt,to poſſeſs that 


true , whatſoever things art 
honeſt, whatſoever things are 
juſt, whatſoever things are 


lovely whatſoever things are| |. 


of good report 4 if there be 
any vertue, if there be any 
praiſe, think ontheſe things, 
ſo as to walk in them, or 
obſerve and do them; ſo 
ſhalt chou have prudence 
ro guide thy thoughts, to 
order and gracethyſpreech, 
to help thee to underſtand 
chings preſent, to gueſs at 
things to come, to recall 


— — 


you do want, to live long 
ina little eime,and to carry 
thy ſelf in all ſtates, inall 
conditions, under a)l admi: | 
niſtrations , both to God 
and his people, and thy re- 
lations, as a righteous, 0- 
bedient Chriſtian, Ir is re- 


__port-' | 


Roth ſo then thou ſhalr 


!aſhamed to live : Thetre- 


' |the more knowledge we 
' fl | 


Which will make us live 
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ported of Alexanders bo-, 
dy , that it was of ſuchan 


exaQt and excellent conſti- | 


eution, thar it gave a ſweer 


. [ſcent like a perfume ; ſo| 


ſhould a Chriſtians conver- 
ſation bea ſweer ſmelling 
ſavour both ro God and 


ot be afraid to dye, nor 


fore let us ſpend more time 
and pains about that 


happily, and dye comfort- 
ably, and reign with Chriſt 
eternally, We may aflure 
our ſelves , it is not the 
knowing man , nor the 
talking man, but the doing 
man that at laſt will be 
found the happieſt mans! 


for if our knowledge be| 


not turned into praQice, 


have- 


——— — 
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— 
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have, che more miſerable 
ſhall we be: Alchough no 
man merits aſſurance by 


| obedience, yer God uſu- 
ally crowns obedience] . 


with aſſurance. An un- 


[holy Profeſſour ſhall al- 


wayes want theſe things, 


I have done, leaving thee 
hs. 


The Scriptures follow, 
ViRs | 
| Hebrews 6. 8. But that 
which beareth thorns , and 
-briars, is rejected and is nigh 
unto curſing , whoſe end is 10 
be burned, t os 


Matthew 3. 10. Now 


: $0.09 - * 
. v PT ona ty 


the axe is laid tothe root of 
TRE ISS > the 


| 


viz, Comfort and Con-, 
tent ; Confidence - and 
Aſſurance. Read and con-! 
fider theſe Scriptures, and 


co himthar never.forſakes | 


nan holy Converſation. 


ry tree that bringeth not 
forth good fruit , 1s hewen 
down and caſt into the 

re. 
1 Theſſalonians 4. 1, 
Furthermore then, we beſeech 
you brethren, and exhort you 
by the Lord 7eſus ; that as 
ye have received of us , how 
ye ought to walk and to pleaſe 
God , ſo ye would abound 
more and more, for this ts 
the will of God, even your 
ſandtification , verſe 3. That 
every one of you (hould know 
how to poſſeſs his weſſel in 


|{ani#ification and honanr. 


Hebrews -13. 20. 21. 
Now the God of peace that 
brought again from the dead 
our Lord 7eſus Chriſe, the 
great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
through the blood of the ever- 
make you 


[lating Comenant , 


the tree , therefore eve-| 


| 


b 

+4 

k . 

Y ” "Ws I mg > © , c ar c 
©" vas. Wes ”* * . * 


—_— 


_ Eo TD OT CEO 
bh. hex 2 - 5 Ew a - 
. 


_ Aſerious Exhortation 
| | perfetÞ in every good work to 
G rs will, working in you 
that which is well-pleaſing in 
his fight , through feſwus 
Chriſt, 10 whom be glory for 
ever and ever, Amen. 
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